CONTENTS                                 XV
PAGE
Miracle, Sumurun> Venetian Nights. 'The Great Lafayette's* interest,
Courtney's version laid aside in favour of Gilbert Murray's. Ban
raised! Protracted negotiations for Reinhardt's production in London.
I visit Frankfurt to see it. Rival aspirants. Lafayette's negotiations
ended by his tragic death. I take over his contract for the CEdipus
production and lease Covent Garden Opera House for its perfor-
mance. Strange story of 'The Great Lafayette.* Studying 'CEdipus.*
His Humanity, Predecessors in the part: Betterton, Nero, Polus of
.flKgina, Mounet Sully, Difficulty of housing the production. Covent
Garden Opera House selected; the floor raised. Millionaire or mad-
man? A cast of old friends. Reception to Professor Reinhardt.
The Honorary Committee. A squall with a member of the German
Embassy. The supers strike. The first night and those present.
My sensations on that occasion. The construction of (Edipus com-
pared with the work of Liszt, Maeterlinck, and the Parthenon,
CHAPTER XXXVII.........404
The joys of independence. CEdipus t Hamlet, PelUas and Me*lisande<
Fitting CEdipus into provincial theatres. Five unconscious in the bar.
Reality and the picture stage. Artists passing through audience,
Henry James's predicament. His wordlessness and Sir James Barrie'a
patience. CEdipus in Canada. Flying matine'es of Pelttas and
Mtlisande. (Edipus in Cardiff. Preparing for a third production of
Hamlet and a new way of staging The Taming of the Shrew.
CHAPTER XXXVIIL   "THE TAMING OF THE SHREW" .       , 410
A new way of staging The Taming of the Shrew declared " The Only
Way." W. Pool's assistance. Growth and inspiration of my plan for
the production. *Sly* restored as in The Taming of a Shrew, My
wife's original conception of Kntherine, That maddening whip?
The method of its production analysed. The Fawn, The i ,6ooth per-
formance of The Only Way.
CHAPTER XXXIX.   CANADA......418
The lure of Canada. We blaze the trail across the Dominion. William
Holies' grandiose scheme. Laurence Irving and the poisoned cup.
The elder Irving to the rescue. An Empire Tour* The British
Theatre Organisation Co. H. V. Esmond and Eva Moore: Laurence
Irving and Mabel Hackney tour the Dominion. The Trans-Canada
Co. a patriotic ideal. Mystery of Ambrose Small The "Empress
of Ireland": the tragic end of the Laurence Irvings. Professor
Stewart's stories. Arrival at Halifax, N.S. The picturesque in street-
crowds. Innumerable clubs, all clamour for talks: The question of
Secession and my blunder. Canada and the British 'husk'. 'The
good mixer'. The loyalty of Canadians. Stories of the heroic * Mo un-
ties*. Dicken's seven years without beer. Playing in the * smalls*.
Organisation of the Canadian Pacific Co. Typical travelling. Minis-
tering to vast parishes. Tragedies of the Prairie. 'The Section
Man'. Racing the Canadian National Railway.
CHAPTER XL.   CANADA (continued).....433
British Columbia and the Chinaman. Flotsam and Jetsam on the
Pacific verge. Russian Refugees. The late Tsar's Colonel in Chief*
His Chaplain. Andreyev's S.O.S. His niece. Prince Volkonski:
his incredible escape. Story of his diamond 'The Northern Star/
The Sarcees. Brother Big Plume. Sarcee Braves and (Edipus. Am
made a Chief of the Tribe, Visit to the Reservation, Chief Big